A Walk Down Fourth Street 


Our town was still called LaCamas then and they had wooden sidewalks and cows still 
roamed Main Street. Charlie purchased a store from Mr. Rank who had a grocery business. 
Charlie continued with the groceries but added dry goods, clothing, gifts and hats. Later he 
moved across the street to the corner where the building now stands. He and his family lived 


upstairs. Around 1915 Mr. Farrell built a beautiful home just a few blocks east of the store 
surrounded by timber. 


His wife Ursula, was a very talented lady. She made beautiful hats and silk lamp shades. 
She went by Rose. Her sister was Anna Roffler Eddy and together they had a business that 
thrived. Rose was famous for her millinery and shipped hats to Oregon City, Vancouver, and 
Portland. Rose always worked out of her home until Charlie built the theater and then she 
moved the business upstairs. Glenn Farrell stated once that he and his brother were really glad 
she moved the business from home because they got their pool table back. Rose also was one of 
the first women to work in the mill and one of the very first business women in Camas. 


The store was first called Fashionett and was named by Charlie’s son Clayton who was 
speaking French at the time. Later the name would change to Farrell and Eddie or just Farrell’s. 
The store carried everything - men’s wear, women’s items, blankets, scarves, and of course hats. 
Rose always said, “A woman’s hair may be her crowning glory but she needs to have it topped 
with a beautiful hat”. Glenn Farrell joined the store in 1936 and Clayton in 1946. Rose passed 
away in 1957 and Charlie passed in 1967. Anna Eddy passed in 1972 after working at the store 
for 80 years. Although I was too young to know the older Farrells well, Glenn was one of the 
finest gentlemen | have ever met. 


On the west side of the theater there was McFarland’s Five and Dime Restaurant, 
Ilsley’s Jewelry Store, and Max and Eddie McGill’s hair salon called the Glamour Room. 
There were apartments upstairs where Dr. Carpenter, Dr. Lund a dentist, and Dr. Smith had their 
offices. Also there was the Camas Business College. 


As we cross Birch Street we would run into Hunters Hardware on the corner. Pop Hunter 
owned the place and later turned it over to his son Herman. Many years later there was a Bike 
store and a clothing store in this location. Traveling down the block there were many different 
stores over the years. Some were OF Johnson and Pollack Investment, Meiser Grocery, 
Volstaroff’s Meat Market, Ward’s Order Office, Chili Bowl, The Turf Bar and Grill, 
Rexall Drug, and Economy Drug. This drug store was owned and operated by Ray Bachelder 
and George Henriksen. I also worked there during my teens with my good friend Betty Jendro. 
The Economy had a long corner to the left as you entered the store. We made milk shakes, 
sundaes, coffee, and sandwiches. We would walk across the street to purchase lunch meat from 
Mickey Schwary. It was a fun place to work and Ray and George were really good to us girls. 
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